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This is a well tested activity across the UK, British schools overseas and across all year groups from Year 1 to Year 6. The value of the dinosaur and multilink pieces means that the act of constructing of the dinosaur does not take over from the mathematical focus of the activity.  The dinosaurs and the children’s calculations make a marvellous classroom display.
On these download links you’ll find example pdfs of the Good Looking Dinosaur activity.  For younger year groups use smaller numbers.  Make sure that you that the pieces of multilink (could be any construction toy) are exchangeable, e.g. I have one brown cube but it is worth 20, but I need more, I could exchange a brown cube for 4 blue ones, increasing the number of cubes to build with.
For older children extend into decimals, fractions and measures (in this case money).
Additional restrictions or refinements could be:

· Your dinosaur has to have four legs (no two legged dinosaurs that have to lean against the wall to stand up!)

· Your dinosaur has to have a long tail or a long neck.

· Decide whether you want to include multilink prisms and show the children how to calculate the value.
The good looking dinosaur activity can be used with the whole class but needs to be differentiated. I used this activity recently in a school in Lancashire.  Here are my notes to show you how it can be adapted for different year groups.
Mixed ability Year 3 (spring term)

Group 1: Dinosaur value 12

· Black cubes = 1

· Red cubes = a half

· Blue cubes = a quarter

Group 2: Dinosaur value 6 (you can’t make a good dinosaur with just 6 cubes, so it encourages the use of fractions)

· Black cubes = 1

· Red cubes = a half

· Blue cubes = a quarter

· Green cubes = a eighth 

Group 3: Dinosaur value 3 (note no black cubes = 1)

· Red cubes = a half

· Blue cubes = a quarter

· Green cubes = a eighth 

· Brown cubes = a tenth
